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We may omit all reference to the Monroe Doctrine 
and to our ancient policy of avoiding entangling al- 
liances, and simply add that to stress at this time the 
plan for an international police makes the solution of 
the problem of war more difficult by complicating it with 
a factor which is not only unknown, but at this time 
quite unnecessary. 

THE WAR AND RELIGION 

Evidence is beginning to appear that the clergymen 
of the belligerent countries fear for the outcome 
of religion as a result of the war. And well they may. 

Speaking at a meeting in Newcastle, England, in 
July, on "Christendom and the War," the Dean of Dur- 
ham expressed the view that organized Christianity had 
failed in the present crisis, though he believed that indi- 
vidual faith had been strengthened. 

From his study of history, the Dean expressed the 
view that there are four consequences likely to result 
from the war apart from the political aspect : There will 
probably be, first, a religious revival which will most 
likely take the form of a considerable return to long 
discarded superstitions ; second, the people of the stricken 
countries will have to live through a period of acute 
social distress caused by the economic dislocation, end- 
ing in misery and revolution ; third, there will probably 
be a great loosening of the bands of society because of 
the vast destruction of male life, upsetting the balance 
of the sexes ; fourth, the field will be open for many po- 
litical theories of a most destructive character, theories 
which have hitherto succeeded in obtaining little audi- 
ence outside small coteries of fanatics. 

Bishop Frodsham, preaching recently in Brighton, 
said that there is a danger, through the instinct of self- 
preservation, that England may lose its grasp on vital 
Christianity. He referred to the sporadic correspond- 
ence in the Times and other papers referring constantly 
to "the mobilization of our spiritual forces." He be- 
moans the fact that Christian religion is being looked 
upon in the same way as the supply of men, or of money, 
or of munitions of war — as a mere national asset. The 
Christian pulpits are being used as machines for popu- 
larizing war loans, for advocating this or that form of 
military service. "But these things," says the Bishop, 
"are not the Gospel of Christ. Let me confess that I am 
not afraid that our people will fail to respond to the call 
of duty and self-sacrifice. They have already responded 
better than in my most sanguine hours before the war I 
dreamed possible. The Christian religion preaches both 
sacrifice and duty, but it bases both upon righteousness, 
not upon patriotic expediency. I believe the country 
will respond in increasing degree to the calls that will 
be made upon it. But I -am terribly afraid of a more 
subtle danger that will rob us of our faith in Christ." 



Prom recent German sermons appearing in Die 
Christliche Welt and other papers, it would seem that 
the Christian religion in Germany, like everything else, 
is being subordinated to the needs of the German State. 

Throughout the belligerent lands, indeed, Christianity 
is harnessed to the car of the god of war. And what 
shall it profit a nation if it gain the whole world and 
lose its own soul? 



EDITORIAL NOTES 

International \i\r e are frequently asked by our 

Peace Congress f riendg what can best be done to pro . 

at San Francisco . 

mote interest in the coming Interna- 
tional Peace Congress at San Francisco October 10, 11, 
12. The best answer is to state some of the effective 
things that are actually being done. Governors are 
being asked to appoint delegates; notices are being run 
in the papers; booking houses are being asked to fur- 
nish the names of persons planning to be at the Exposi- 
tion in October, and personal letters are being addressed 
to them. Mr. Lochner, of Chicago, and Mr. Tryqn, of 
New England, are planning each a special car for dele- 
gates from their respective sections. The peace organi- 
zations which have officially accepted the invitation of 
the committee already are as follows: The American 
Peace Society, the Church Peace Union, the League to 
Enforce Peace, the American Peace Centenary Commit- 
tee, and the American League to Limit Armaments. 
Further information may be had by writing to this 
office or to headquarters at San Francisco, The Taber- 
nacle, Van Ness avenue and Bush street. 



Students' Interna- a course on international relations, 
tional Conference kgti througll seven sess i ns and at- 
atNorthfield , ,?, 6 , , „„, 

tended by approximately fifty men, was 

given at the thirtieth annual international conference 
of students, held under the auspices of the Y. M. C. A. 
at Northfield, Mass., from June 2i to July 5. The 
course was conducted by Secretary D. Willard Lyon, 
author of "The Christian Equivalent of War," and by 
Prof. Manley 0. Hudson, of the University of Missouri. 

More than five hundred representatives of eastern col- 
leges and preparatory schools of the United States and 
Canada were in attendance upon the conference. The 
delegates included three Koreans, three Hindoos, twenty- 
nine Latin-Americans, seventeen Japanese, fifty-two 
Chinese, nearly forty Canadians, and a number of In- 
dians and Negroes. Fifty-eight colleges and normal 
schools were represented by different nations. 

A number of addresses by men seriously and intelli- 
gently alive to the importance of international problems 
were given before the general -sessions. Dr. John R. 
Mott, recently returned from a two months' stay among 
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the war-stricken nations, delivered an address entitled 
"The Eeligious Significance of War." Dr. Mackenzie 
King, of Canada, speaking on Europe and America, 
contrasted the forces of hate and destruction with those 
of peace, health, and work. But the real importance of 
these conferences is the conferences themselves. Five 
hundred young men studying together international re- 
lations under such guidance and leadership naturally 
attain a finer international brotherhood. Without aim- 
ing to be peace congresses, these recurring conferences 
nevertheless promote the principles of world peace. 



Highly Mr. Hudson Maxim, the American 

Explosive authority on high explosives, says: 

"The pernicious propagandism of pa- 
cificism has paralyzed the reasoning faculties of a large 
number of the American people. As I have said in my 
book, 'Defenseless America,' 'Pacificism has ringed the 
nose of the American people, and is leading them blind 
and unknowing to the slaughter.' " 

Such a statement gives to us pacifists a credit for in- 
fluencing public opinion more profoundly than we had 
supposed. In our most exalted moments we had not 
dared to credit ourselves with more than having an 
humble part in making it possible for the United States 
thus far to keep its hands clean of the blood of slaughter. 
Our distinguished fellow-citizen, consulting engineer, 
and expert in the development department of the E. I. 
du Pont de Nemours & Co., manufacturers of explosives, 
the inventor of the formula "Maximite," perfecter of 
"Stabilite," must mean something by his explosive 
phrases. But somehow they sound more like "Maxim- 
ite" than "Stabilite" to us. 



Again, at a joint meeting of the Asiatic Institute and 
the American Historical Association at San Francisco, 
July 19, Dr. Eliot proposed a Congress of Pacific Ocean 
nations to make that sea the route of peaceful merchant- 
men rather than belligerent warships. He suggested 
Honolulu and the early summer of 1916 as the place 
and time for holding the Congress. Among other things 
he said: 

"The success of any such congress would depend upon gen- 
eral acceptance of a few principles of universal application, 
such as : 

"1. Strong, natural, national units, independent and free 
from aggression from without. 

"2. The policy of the 'open door.' 

"3. No domination on land and sea by any single power. 

"4. A League of Pacific Powers to secure peace and the 
freedom of the ocean." 



Dr. Eliot's D r . Charles W. Eliot, continuing his 

Recent Views lively interest in human forces, is a 
constant source of inspiration and en- 
couragement. No writer in America is read with more 
earnest attention. Referring recently to the war, he 
asked, "Shall the white race despair of escaping from 
this hell?" Proceeding to answer his own question, he 
said : 

"The only way of escape in sight is the establishment of a 
rational international community. Should the enterprise 
fail after fair trial, the world will be no worse off than it 
was in July, 1914, or is today. 

"Whoever studies the events of the past year, with some 
knowledge of political philosophy and history, and with the 
love of his neighbor in his heart, will discover, amid the 
horrors of the time and its moral chaos, three hopeful 
pleadings for humanitarian effort, each involving a great 
constructive invention. He will see that humanity needs 
supremely a sanction fOr international law, rescue from 
alcoholism, and a sound basis for just and unselfish human 
relations in' the great industries, and particularly in the 
machinery industries. The war has brought out all three of 
these needs with terrible force and vividness. Somehow they 
must be met, if the white race is to succeed in 'the pursuit 
of happiness,' or even to hold the gains already made." 



Our Dis- it is necessary from time to time that 

armament we snould i n f orm our opponents that 

Views . 

the American Peace Society never has 

recommended and does not now recommend any imme- 
diate disarmament for this country. Indeed, during the 
heated discussions of a decade it has not opposed the 
addition of one battleship a year to our navy. AVe be- 
lieve that, in our ungoverned world, "adequate defense" 
is necessary for us. 

Our position, however, is that the question of defense, 
like the question of offense, is a question first of na- 
tional policy to be decided not by class interests, but by 
the popular will expressed through the Congress. We 
believe, further, that it is the duty of the United States 
to apply its mind unto the problem of world organiza- 
tion to the end not only that the military parties of the 
nations shall not control the civil, but to the end also 
that the enormous and distressing armaments may be 
ultimately disbanded. 

We believe that the European debacle is making it 
less and less possible for the United States seriously to 
be attacked, and that therefore the hysteria in the name 
of additional armaments is at this time unreasonable. 
We believe, further, that the agitation by army and navy 
officers for aggrandizement of their respective branches 
of the service might be tolerated were it not liable to 
- become serious and menacing. Such an agitation in any 
other branch of the government service, however, would 
be intolerable. Physicians, dentists, school teachers 
know better than to carry on such an unethical self-ex- 
ploitation. A great military caste has been the calamity 
of many a nation's life. The American people need con- 
stantly to brace themselves against the force which if 
unrestrained would bring such a dominance of military 
power and arrogance into our own common life. We 
need a small and efficient army, we need a small and 
efficient navy ; but for the sake of ourselves, our neigh- 
bors and humanity, we must not go beyond such a mili- 
tary program. 



